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Overview 

Welcome to Writing I.  If we could become better readers and writers just by our 
desire alone, none of us would need to be here. So, our purpose is to learn - learn how 
to read critically and how to write clearly and effectively. Writing and reading are not 
skills that can be learned strictly through lectures.  The key is to practice, so we will 
be practicing our reading and writing throughout the semester. You will be reading 
and responding to a variety of texts from a number of different genres and in a 
number of different forms. 
 
The objectives of this course are to make you a more competent and effective 
writer, reader, and better critical thinker.  Along with the writing, we will be 
reading and discussing many though-provoking texts.  In addition, we will be 
learning methods of planning, composing, and revising on the computer.  This 
course meets all standards in the State of Ohio Common Core. 

Assignment Descriptions: 

You will be required to submit at least 20 pages or more of formal writing, along 
with informal writing assignments and a final portfolio. 

n College Application Essay  
n Literacy Narrative 
n Textual Analysis 
n Cause and Effect Analysis 
n Argument 
n Annotated Bibliography 
n Informal Writing/Journals  
n Portfolio:  Students are required to maintain a portfolio of their work. 

 
 
 

Course Goals 

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:  
• Comprehend, discuss, and critically analyze assigned readings.  
• Communicate effectively in writing by 

 

Materials 

The following texts/materials are 
required for this class: 
 

• Escholz, Paul, Alfred Rosa, 
and Virginia Clark.  Language 
Awareness:  Readings for College 
Writers.  10th ed. New York:  
Bedford/St. Martins, 2009. 

• Lunsford, Andrea A.  Easy 
Writer:  A Pocket Reference.  4th 
ed. New York:  Bedford/St. 
Martins, 2010. 

• Bullock, Richard, Maureen 
Daly Goggin, and Francine 
Weinberg.  Norton Field Guide 
to Writing 4th ed.  New York:  
W.W. Norton, 2015. Print. 

• A portable media storage 
device 

• A large 3 ring binder 

YSU Policies and Information 

Plagiarism 
All assignments completed in this 
course must be the product of the 
student’s own thought and inquiry.  
Plagiarism means presenting words, 
ideas, or information found in works 
written by others as if they are their 
own.  The penalty for plagiarism may 
range from NC on the assignment, an 
NC in the course, or disciplinary 
action by the university.  For more 
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§ Responding successfully to a variety of assignments o using appropriate 
rhetorical strategies for developing and organizing ideas   

§ Incorporating both instructor and peer feedback in the revision processes 
§ Completing written work that responds appropriately to the assignment and 

displays a minimum of errors 
§  Access and use a variety of learning tools and technologies such as: 

articles, books, and other materials  
§  Email, the Internet, and word processors (e.g. Google Docs 

Attendance Policy 

In order to earn YSU credit, students are expected to attend at least 90% of all 
classes.  Only exception:  School-sanctioned activities. 

Papers 

Grading:  Assignments are weighted into  two different categories (Papers 80%, all 
other writing assignments 20%).  Because Beaver Local has a higher grading policy, 
your YSU grade will be adjusted to fit the grade scale.  For example, if you receive a 
93 A for BL, you will receive a 90 A for YSU.  There is a three-point adjustment. 

Format: With the exception of any journal writings, ALL papers must follow MLA 
format. MLA format dictates double-spaced papers with one-inch margins, in 12-
point standard font (Times New Roman or its equivalent). Papers that are not typed 
will be returned to the student ungraded and will be considered late until they are 
resubmitted in the proper typed format. 
 
Peer Editing:  Peer editing will take place in Google docs. You will share with two 
other members of the class assigned by the instructor.  You will share your paper 
with your members and they can only comment, not edit. 
 
Late Papers:  With the advancements in technology, this is becoming a dying and 
almost extinct breed.  All writing assignments are due the day they are assigned. You 
will submit your assignment into Blackboard and Tunitin.com the day they are due. 
You will have plenty of writing lab time in class, so really there should be no 
excuses.  Athletic events and work do not qualify.   If there is a problem or situation 
that will prevent you from submitting it on time, then please see me privately.  
Remember late papers CANNOT be resubmitted for grading.  It will automatically 
result into a zero. 
 

Evaluation 

Final Grades are determined using the following scale: 

YSU Credit:  100 – 90 = A, 89 – 80 =B, 79 – 70 = C, 69 – 60 = D, < 60 = F. 

BLHS Credit:  100 – 93 = A, 92 – 85 = B, 84 – 75 = C, 74 – 65 = D, < 64 = F. 

information, please see the YSU 
student code at 
www.ysu.edu/code.pdf.  Note:  
Students are also bound by individual 
academic dishonest policies and 
penalties. 

YSU Writing Center 

Students may seek additional 
assistance at the Writing Center by 
calling (330) 941-3055 to make an 
appointment with a consultant.  For 
more information and a list of 
services, consult the Writing Center’s 
website at 
www.ysu.mywconline.com. 
 

Computers and Technology 

Students will be required to utilize 
technology as part of the writing 
process.  Additionally, all formal 
writing assignments will be generated, 
revised, and published electronically. 


